
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Presbyterian Church of Oronoco’s Annu-
al Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 
11, 2018 during the 10:00 a.m. worship.  We 
will follow the meeting with a pot luck 
lunch.  
A reminder to all committee chairs:  please 
have your annual reports in by Sunday, Janu-
ary 28 for Sue to assemble. Copies of report 
can be emailed to her or be placed in file on 
the desk in her office.  
 
     All members are encouraged to attend! 
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Epiphany is a church day that doesn’t often get cele-
brated in many mainline denominations. It is cele-
brated on January 6 (or whatever Sunday falls closest 
to that), and it’s the day that marks the coming of the 
Magi to the stable to offer their gifts to the newborn 
Christ Child.  
 
Beyond the song that I know everyone is humming 
in their heads now (“We three kings of Orient are / 
Bearing gifts, we traverse a far” … you know you 
were humming it J), the Epiphany is a powerful mo-
ment in the history of faith because it is the first time 
“outsiders” – Gentiles, non-Jews, “the other” – are 
welcomed into the miracle of God born in human 
flesh. The Magi were visitors from the East – mystic 
men who read the signs in the stars, followed the 
Messiah’s Star to Bethlehem, and presented this 
newborn King with gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. Then, on their way home, God comes to them 
in a dream via an angel who warns them not to return 
to Herod, the vindictive king who sent them, so they 
journey home by another road. Again, God includes 
outsiders in the work of the Kingdom for the very 
first time. 
 

When they heard the king, they went; and look, the 
star they had seen in the east went ahead of them 
until it stood over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy. 

They entered the house and saw the child with Mary 
his mother. Falling to their knees, they honored him. 
Then they opened their treasure chests and presented 
him with gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Be-
cause they were warned in a dream not to return to 
Herod, they went back to their own country by an-

other route. 
~ Matthew 2:9-12 

 
As it is traditionally celebrated, Epiphany is about 
the giving and receiving of gifts. Susan Foster writes, 
“The wise men who traveled great distances to offer 
their gifts to the newborn Christ-child were respond-
ing to the gift first given to them. They received 
God’s gift, then offered their gifts to God” – the pre-
cious material gifts that they brought, to be sure, but 
also the reverence and adoration that they afforded to 
the Christ-child – God Emmanuel. 
 

To mark this special holy day, this year we’re going 
to participate in one of the more recent traditions sur-
rounding Epiphany: the giving and receiving of Star 
Gifts.  
 

 
 
A star gift is a simple, star-shaped piece of paper 
with a word printed on it. The star gifts will be 
passed out to the congregation on Epiphany Sunday 
via the offering plates – the same offering plates we 
use in worship every Sunday to collect our gifts will 
instead be used to offer these star gifts to us. Every 
person who comes to church on Epiphany Sunday 
(Jan. 7, 2018) will receive a star gift and is asked to 
reflect on that word for the coming year.  
 
You are invited to ponder what significance this 
word might have in your life and how God may be 
speaking to you through that simple message. You’re 
encouraged to put your star gift up somewhere in 
your home – someplace where you’ll see it each and 
every day so you can keep your special word in the 
front of your mind and your heart. Then, throughout 
the year, you are encouraged to share thoughts and 
reflections about your star gift with the congregation, 
either publicly during worship or in your own indi-
vidual conversations.  
 
It is my hope and prayer that these star gifts will be a 
blessing to you not only in this in-between time be-
tween Advent and Lent but throughout 2018.  
 
 
 
 

 
 



In Our Prayers 
 
I pray that you may have power, together with all the 
saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is 
the love of Christ.           Ephesians 3:17,18 
 
Karen Vallejo, Eunice Markham, Joan Swarthout, 
Joyce Rucker 
 
 

In Appreciation   
 
 
As always, I am blessed by your generosity and 
kindness shared with me through your Christmas 
gifts of  friendship and money.  Wishing you all a 
very healthy, happy 2018! 
    Your secretary,  
                                                 Sue 
 
Dear Presbyterian Church,  
Our organization is very grateful for your generous 
cash donation. Your charitable donation will now 
allow us to purchase much-needed supplies that will 
directly benefit our students in transition. We would 
like you to know that your thoughtfulness is truly 
making a difference for so many students and fami-
lies.  
    Respectfully,  
    Melissa Brandt 
 
Presbyterian Church,  
Just a little note filled with a whole lot ot gratitude. 
We appreciate your gift/donation to Pine AIsland 
Area Home Services. Your support allows us to 
serve the needs of the elderly citizens of Oronoco.  
    Thanks so much!  
    Sandra Grenell 
    PIAHS Director 
 
Thank you all for the wonderful Christmas wishes 
and gifts. It is my pleasure to play for you all each 
Sunday.  
                                                 Katha  
 
 
I want to extend a thank you to all of you who sent 
us Christmas cards, dropped off little gifts, and 
shared your Christmas goodies with me and my fam-
ily this Christmas. All of those little remembrances 
are day-brighteners for me and are greatly appreciat-
ed. We are incredibly grateful for the continued love, 
support, and prayers of both congregations. Thank 
you. 
    Pastor Lisa 

Presbytery meeting 

The next presbytery meeting is Sat., Jan. 20, 2015. 
It starts at 9:00 a.m. and will be held at Trinity 
Presbyterian Church in Woodbury. Pastor Lisa will 
be going but will be leaving from Le Sueur that 
weekend. However, anyone is welcome to come – 
either as a ruling elder commissioner (if you’ve ever 
served on session) or as a visitor – and coordinate 
rides from Oronoco.  
 

 
Food Shelf  Sunday  
 
Food Shelf donation Sunday  is January 7, 
2018.  Non-perishable food items and paper products 
are greatly appreciated. Monetary donations are al-
ways welcome.  Your generosity is appreciated more 
than you know. 
 

 
“Coffee & Conversation” 
 
Sunday mornings starting at 9:00(ish), we are contin-
uing our “Coffee & Conversation” time – an oppor-
tunity for us to discuss faith, life, and everything in 
between. No pre-reading or prior knowledge re-
quired.  
 
We will finish up our Advent-themed study: “The 
Light Will Shine” on Sun., Jan. 6. After that, we will 
be starting another study (topic as yet to be deter-
mined). Anyone is welcome – to attend, to lead the 
discussion, to suggest a new topic of study. Please 
consider joining us! 

 

 
Annual Meeting – Mark Your Calendars! 
February 11th 
 
A reminder to all committee chairs:  please have 
your annual reports in at least 2 weeks prior to the 
meeting for Sue to assemble. 
Reports may be emailed to the church office, or pa-
per copies may given to Mike Rand for forwarding. 
Thanks to all who will be submitting reports.  With-
out your good work, we would have a less complete 
record of the year’s activities.  
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Update from Revs. Shelvis &  
Nancy Smith-Mather 
 
Revs. Shelvis and Nancy Smith-Mather are the mis-
sionaries serving in South Sudan and Uganda who 
we support with our 2nd Sunday Spare Change Sun-
day funds. Shelvis, Nancy, Jordan, and Adalyn wel-
comed another daughter/sister into their lives in Oc-
tober – baby Nicole. If you would like an update on 
the incredible work that Shelvis and Nancy are doing 
with RECONCILE International and how their fami-
ly is doing, you can either check out the Mission 
Connect newsletter on the information board at 
church or go to https://
www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/
missionconnections/shelvis-and-nancy-smith-
mather/. In the top right portion of the screen you 
will find a box with a link to their 10 most recent up-
date letters. Also on this page, you can find links to 
contact both Shelvis and Nancy as well as infor-
mation on how to contribute financially as an indi-
vidual to their mission. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Stewardship Giving Tree 
 
First, I want to thank all of you who have contributed 
above and beyond your usual giving with our yellow 
Giving Tree envelopes this fall. Throughout our 5-
week campaign, we raised a total of $2051 to help 
keep this church that we love up and running. Thank 
you thank you thank you for our incredible generosi-
ty!! 
 
While our Giving Tree has been taken down (and 
resurrected as the Christmas tree in our sanctuary), 
the envelopes are still available. They are hanging on 
a little wooden dowel tree on the table in the sanctu-
ary where you pick up your bulletins on Sun. morn-
ing. Yes, we emphasize stewardship in the church 
once a year, but the truth is that we have the respon-
sibility to be good stewards of our time, talents, re-
sources, and devotion all day every day – 24/7/365. 
So if you perhaps missed your opportunity to pick up 
a few envelopes or would like to continue that giving 
into 2018, feel free to pick up more envelopes.  
 
Also, we realize that some of those bills are fairly 
large – our monthly insurance bill, for example. If 
you would like to contribute to that bill but cannot 
pay the whole thing, that’s okay, too! Feel free to put 
whatever portion of the bill you deem appropriate in 
the envelope. 
 
Thank you! 

PCO Word Cloud 
The Final Product: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This image is currently on both our website and our Facebook page. If you can think of any other places we 
might be able to use it, please talk to Pastor Lisa. 
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Sermon series – “Man of Mystery” 
 

In the season after Easter, through Scripture, we 
watch Jesus’ ministry begin. Yes, it’s a little odd to 
go straight from the baby in the manger to the 30 
year old man going about teaching and healing and 
proclaiming the Kingdom of God. But that is where 
Scripture takes us – straight to the life of a man who, 
despite all the stories and parables we find in the 
gospels, remains somewhat of a mystery to us.  
 
Through this 6-week sermon series, we will spend 
time in the gospels as Jesus reveals himself more and 
more to those around him while at the same time in-
sisting that they keep his identity a secret. And as we 
do this – as we explore Jesus’ mysterious identity – 
we may discover more about ourselves and a purpose 
that causes us to live with the same sense of urgency 
that he continually imparts to those around him.  

 
 
Treats After Church 
 
Everyone loves hanging out after worship with cof-
fee or juice and a tasty treat, right? So let’s do it eve-
ry Sunday! J We’re looking for people willing to 
bring after worship treats. They can be as simple or 
as fancy as you like. The coffee is here, but you may 
want to consider bringing juice for all of our beloved 
non-coffee drinkers. If you (or you and a group of 
others) are interested, please put your names on the 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. As of today, Jan., 
Feb., and Mar. are all still wide open. Thanks! 
 
 
 

Sharing Prayer Requests 
 
One of the things that so many people appreciate 
about our congregation is the way that we can share 
our lives with each other in prayer on Sunday morn-
ings. We lift up the prayers that are a part of our 
lives and know that we are not lifting up those joys 
and concerns alone. This family of faith is lifting up 
those prayers with us. In order to better facilitate 
those prayers and in order to share them with those 
who cannot be with us on Sunday morning, we’re 
going to start sending out a Monday morning prayer 
email which will share the requests raised during 
worship on Sunday morning. If you are getting this 
email and would prefer not to, please don’t hesitate 
to let us know. If, for some reason, you would like to 
be getting this email and are not, also let us know so 
we can add you to the list.  

Birthdays for the Month of January 
 
1/1 Lisa Johnson 
1/4 Robert Rueber 
1/12 Jack Rucker 
        Ava Tiede 
1/28 Janice Ostrom 

 
Scripture Reading for January 2017 
 

 
 
Sun., Jan. 7 – Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

Epiphany (celebrated), Man of Mystery #1 
 

Sun., Jan. 14 – 1 Samuel 3:1-10; John 1:43-51 
 Man of Mystery #2 
 
Sun., Jan. 21 – Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Mark 1:14-20 
 Man of Mystery #3 
 
Sun., Jan. 28 – Deuteronomy 18:15-22; Mark 1:21-28 
 Man of Mystery #4 
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SECRETARY’S  OFFICE  HOURS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday in Oronoco 10-1:00 
Thursday in Oronoco 10-1:00 
Office Phone (507) 367-4711 

Email address: oronocopc@bevcomm.net 
 

About Per Capita 
 
As 2017 comes to a close, I wanted to give you a re-
minder about per capita payments. Here’s a brief 
rundown of what per capita is and how it works. 
 
“One of the great strengths of our denomination is its 
connectionism. Presbyterians in Minnesota and Wis-
consin are tied to the larger church in ministry. One 
concrete form of that connection is through our per-
capita. Every Presbyterian church in the country is 
required to pay a certain amount for each active 
member on its rolls. This money goes to support the 
work and ministry of our church throughout the 
country.” – from the website of the Presbytery of the 
Twin Cities Area 
 
This year’s per capita payment is $33.75 per mem-
ber. Of that $33.75, the largest portion (66%) is used 
by our presbytery while the rest is shared equally 
(17% each) between our synod (the Synod of Lakes 
and Prairies) and the General Assembly (national 
office).  
 
It is and has been the policy of the Presbyterian 
Church of Oronoco to pay our per capita by the end 
of every year, whether individual members have con-
tributed their apportionment or not. If you haven’t 
paid your per capita for this year, please consider 
doing so. You can make a check out to the O church 
and simply write “per capita” in the memo. If you’re 
not sure whether you’ve paid your per capita this 
year, please contact Kay Erdahl.  
 
And, since the new year is right around the corner, 
here is the per capita for 2018: $34.50. 
 
 

Casserole Luncheon 
 
We will be holding our first luncheon of the new 
year on Wednesday, January 17th from 11:30 –1:00. 
We are looking for people to prepare, serve and 
clean-up  

 

 
Church Staff 

 

Organist:  Katha Johnson 
Secretary: Sue Johnson 
Custodian: Sue Johnson  

Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson 
  

 
Presbyterian  

Leadership Team 
 

Kay Erdahl, Treasurer 
Kim Stanton, Asst. Treasurer 
Mike Rand, Clerk of Session 

Ron Peterson Rucker, Ruling Elder 
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder 

Janice Ostrom, Ruling Elder 
Mike Rand, Ruling Elder 

Linda Sorensen, Ruling Elder 
Lance Sorensen, Ruling Elder 

Deb Nelson, Deacon 
Joanne Schenck, Deacon 

Karen Peterson Rucker, Deacon 
Jenny Rand, Deacon 
Gail Rucker, Deacon 

  

 
People of the Church 

 
Janice Ostrom, Co-Moderator 

Jenny Rand, Co Moderator 



   
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 

PO Box 118 

Oronoco, MN 55960 

(507) 367-4711 

 
Worship is held at 10:00 a.m. each Sunday morning 

     Communion is the first Sunday of each month 
     Adult Coffee and Conversation 9:00—9:45 a.m. 
     Sunday School for ages 6-12 10:45—11:30 a.m.          

   

 

Check out our website at: 
www.oronocochurch.org 

 

 
Pastor Lisa Johnson—Contact Information 

Cell Phone (507)995-7310 E-mail address: pastorlisaj@gmail.com 


