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"For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe 
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will to all."  
(Luke 2:11-14, KJV)  

 

 

On Christmas Eve, we will once again gather as beloved children of God - 
old and young, near and far, family and friends, long-time members and 
new faces alike - to celebrate the birth of this Christ Child, God's ultimate 
"I love you" to the world. Join us on Christmas Eve at either Zumbrota or 
Oronoco as we worship and pray, sing and celebrate communion. Join us 
as we hear again the age-old tale of Mary and Joseph, angels and shep-
herds, a stable and a star, and a blessed baby Savior, Emmanuel, God 
With Us. 



 A Word from Our Pastor   
 
Earlier today, I was looking for an Advent calen-
dar that we could start using with Luke and Ian. 
They’re 3½ now, and I think they’re at that age 
when they could really have fun with the whole 
idea of counting down to Christmas. 
 
You would think that a decent, reusable Advent 
calendar wouldn’t be a difficult thing to find. 
 
You would think. 
 
But all I seemed to be able to come across were 
countdown calendars with Santa and Rudolph or 
snowflakes or snowmen or all about brightly 
wrapped presents.  
 
Now, don’t get me wrong. I’m as much a fan of 
the “magic of Christmas” as the next person. I 
appreciate the joy and wonder Santa brings to 
children. I remember it fondly myself and look 
forward to watching that same joy and wonder in 
my own children’s eyes. Trust me: this is not an 
anti-Santa rant.  
 
At the same time, we cannot deny that the con-
sumerism of the holidays has exploded. Many of 
the craft stores have had holiday decorations and 
supplies on their shelves since before Hallow-
een. Many of the major retailers have had their 
Christmas accoutrements out since the day after 
Halloween. And while there are some businesses 
who have vowed to remain closed on Thanksgiv-
ing Day so their employees can spend time with 
their loved ones, there are plenty of other stores 
who are open all day Thanksgiving Day. Just so 
we can buy more stuff. 
 
As I sit and write this article, I keep having the 
words to the holiday classic “It’s Beginning to 
Look A Lot Like Christmas” running through 
my head: 
 

It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
Ev'rywhere you go, 

Take a look in the five-and-ten, 
It's glistening once again 

With candy canes and silver lanes that glow. 
It's beginning to look a lot like Christmas, 

Toys in ev'ry store, 
But the prettiest sight to see 

Is the holly that will be 
On your own front door. 

 
For so many, that is what Christmas looks like – 
gifts and toys and shiny packages and reindeer 
and red suits and twinkling lights.  
 
And there’s nothing wrong with those things.  
 
But they’re not the only thing. 
 
There is a baby. 
And a manger. 
And a scared new mother. 
And an overwhelmed father. 
And a city too full to give them a proper place to 
stay. 
 
There is a group of shepherds. 
And angels. 
And glad tidings of great joy –  
A pronouncement of salvation … 
 
Hope … 
 
Possibility … 
 
“Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 
For there is born to you this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this 
will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe 

wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger. 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward all people!" 
~ Luke 2:10-14 

 
 A Savior is coming – God With Us. God really 
and truly with us … up on the mountain tops, 
down in the dirt, laughing and crying, wondering 
and worrying, bringing Light and Love and 
Peace.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



(O/Z) Christmas Day 
 
Christmas Day is a Sunday this year, and both the Z 
Council and the O Session voted to cancel church 
that day so we can all spend some quality time with 
those we love.  So see you in the new year! 

 
 
Advent Reminders... 

(Z) POINSETTIAS:  If you wish to order a poinset-
tia for Christmas Eve worship, please use the order 
form on the back table at church.  Last day for or-
ders will be Sunday, December 4.  You may leave 
a check for $14 payable to “Flowers on Main”, or 
enclose cash in the envelope provided.  Another op-
tion is to purchase your own poinsettia and deliver it 
to the church by 10 a.m. on Christmas Eve morn-
ing.  If you have questions, please contact Nattalie 
Vath  (507-272-3206) or email her at 
n.vath@live.com. 

(Z) DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS 
‘Tis the season, friends! It’s time to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas again. We will be decking 
our halls on Sun., Dec. 4 after the late service. Please 
stay after church and help if you can. Thanks! 
 
 
(O) CHRISTMSA BAKE SALE  
      AND DECORATING 
We’ll be holding our annual Christmas Bake Sale 
after the 9:00 a.m. service on Sun., Dec. 4. And once 
you’ve got your delicious holiday goodies, stick 
around to help us decorate the sanctuary and fellow-
ship hall for Christmas.  Fa la la la la! 
 
 
(O) FILLING BUSY BAGS 
We are continuing to collect items for the Ronald 
McDonald House busy bags – small toys, games, arts 
& crafts supplies, stickers, etc. Joanne Schenck has 
already made all the busy bags themselves, so we 
will also be filling them after church on Sun., Dec. 
11. Please stay and help if you can. Thanks! 
 
(O/Z) ADVENT READERS:  Opportunities to 

participate in worship abound!  Please sign up, or 

talk to Pastor Lisa. 

 
 

 
 

(O) Painting Fundraiser 

 
We will be hosting a wonderful night of painting, 
refreshments, and fellowship! We will be joined by 
Nicki Novotne from Art on the Go in Rochester 
(www.artonthegorochester.com). There will be 
painting (all materials provided)! There will be deli-
cious treats! There will be gourmet coffee and wine! 
And all the funds raised will go toward Peace Camp 
2017! 
 
When: Fri., Dec. 9, 6:30-9:00 p.m. 
Where: Presbyterian Church of Oronoco 
Cost: $35 per person (This is different from what we 
originally advertised. $10 of each $35 will be given 
back to the church for Peace Camp. We apologize 
for any confusion this may have caused.) 
 
Pre-registration for this event IS REQUIRED, and 
space is limited. So sign up soon! To register, go to 
the Art on the Go website, click on “Calendar,” then 
find Dec. 2016 and click on “Peace Camp for Kids.” 
 
 
 

(O/Z)  Readers of OZ  
 
The book discussion group will not meet in Decem-
ber.  Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 9, 2017, at the home of Judy Wilder (2440 
Crimson Ridge Circle NW, Rochester).  Call Judy at 
258-6262 if you need directions. 
 
Our January selection is Lila by Marilynne Robin-
son. Robinson returns to the town of Gilead in an 
unforgettable story of a girlhood lived on the fringes 
of society in fear, awe, and wonder.  Lila, homeless 
and alone after years of roaming the countryside, 
steps inside a small-town Iowa church-the only 
available shelter from the rain-and ignites a romance 
and a debate that will reshape her life. She becomes 
the wife of a minister, John Ames, and begins a new 
existence while trying to make sense of the life that 
preceded her newfound security.  Revisiting the be-
loved characters and setting of Robinson's Pulitzer 
Prize-winning Gilead and Home, Lila is a National 
Book Award finalist. 
 
We invite all who are interested in a good discussion 
to join us in January.   
 

 
 
 

http://www.artonthegorochester.com


(O) Food Shelf News   
  
Our food shelf hours through March will be 4-
6:00pm to accommodate those who have difficulty 
driving in the dark.  
 
 

(O) Ronald McDonald House  
       and Women’s Shelter Busy Bags 
 
Thank you to all who have donated to the ‘busy 
bags’. Donations must be dropped off to the church 
by December 11th. Following worship that morning, 
we will gather to assemble the bags to ready them for 
delivery.   
 
  

(O) Christmas Joy Offering—December 18 

 
Devoted and caring leaders have led many of us in 
the way of Christ. They have been church workers 
equipping us to respond to the grace we have known 
in Jesus Christ, and they have been God’s gifts 
among us. As we celebrate Christ’s coming, and 
think of the profound impact these individuals have 
had on us, the Christmas Joy Offering provides a 
way for us to offer a gift in response. Gifts to the 
Christmas Joy Offering will raise up leaders from 
small places that are too often overlooked by the 
church. The historically Presbyterian racial ethnic 
schools were founded to educate emerging leaders 
from underrepresented groups so leadership in the 
church would better reflect the diversity of God’s 
people. 
 
Half of the Christmas Joy Offering supports the con-
tinued ministry of educating and forming Christian 
leaders. The other half of the Offering honors those 
leaders who serve and have served us well. Through 
the Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, 
current and retired church workers who experience 
need 
because of tragedy, health concerns, or financial 
hardship can receive assistance from the church they 
have 
served so well. 
In gratitude to God for the wondrous gift of Jesus, 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) invites congrega-
tions to 
join this celebration of God’s presence with us by 
supporting those in need of help and hope. 
 
Watch for the special envelopes for your Christmas 
Joy offering on December 18th.   

(Z) Christmas Fund Offering December 18 
 
"It wasn’t easy picking up the telephone to share 
with you my present situation. In fact it was one of 
the most humiliating experiences of my life alt-
hough it reminded me that grace still hap-
pens.  Sometimes we as clergy persons lose sight of 
God’s grace when the negative stuff comes into our 
lives." 
"…thanks so much for sharing your time and min-
istry with me. Your most gracious gift is appreciat-
ed more than words can say as I continue to live in 
the 'meantime." 

These eloquent words are from a pastor who is the 
recipient of the caring and concern of those who con-
tribute to the Christmas Fund Special Mission Offer-
ing. You have the opportunity to be a part of this 
ministry that cares for the active and retired clergy 
and lay employees of the United Church of Christ 
through your participation in the 2016 Christmas 
Fund Special Mission Offering. This year's theme is 
"God's love colors everything." 

Your gift to the Christmas Fund will not only assist 
pastors like the one above, but also provide for the 
Supplementation of Small Annuities, Supplementa-
tion of Health Premiums, Emergency Grants, and 
provide Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks next 
December to low-income retirees. Your gifts are 
needed more than ever to help the growing number 
of retirees whose low-income annuities make it diffi-
cult to meet increasing living costs. This is your op-
portunity to participate in God's promise of renewal 
by enabling this ministry of compassion and care. 
 
This year’s Christmas Fund Offering will be col-
lected on Sunday, December 18th.  

 

 
The joy of brightening other lives, 
bearing each others' burdens, eas-
ing other's loads and supplanting 
empty hearts and lives with gener-
ous gifts becomes for us the magic 
of Christmas. 
     W. C. Jones  
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(O/Z) 50th Anniversary of the Yoke 
 
Believe it or not, we are coming up on this incredible 
milestone – on the 50th anniversary of the OZ yoke!! 
We are in the process of planning a joint celebration 
(including a joint worship service) for April 2017, 
but we need your help … especially those of you 
who have stories about the yoke. Maybe it’s a story 
of your own experience. Maybe it’s a story that you 
heard from one of our dearly departed saints of the 
church who was present during the yoking.  
 
To make things a little easier on everyone’s sched-
ules, the ICC has decided to take on the planning for 
this event. So stay tuned for more information! 
 
 

(O) About Per Capita 
 
We’ve talked a bit in our announcements lately about 
per capita, but the Session wanted to be sure it got in 
the newsletter, too. So let me give you a brief run-
down of what per capita is and how it works. 
 
“One of the great strengths of our denomination is its 
connectionism. Presbyterians in Minnesota and Wis-
consin are tied to the larger church in ministry. One 
concrete form of that connection is through our per-
capita. Every Presbyterian church in the country is 
required to pay a certain amount for each active 
member on its rolls. This money goes to support the 
work and ministry of our church throughout the 
country.” – from the website of the Presbytery of the 
Twin Cities Area 
 
This year’s per capita payment is $32.87 per mem-
ber. Of that $32.87, the largest portion (66%) is used 
by our presbytery while the rest is shared equally 
(17% each) between our synod (the Synod of Lakes 
and Prairies) and the General Assembly (national 
office).  
 
It is and has been the policy of the Presbyterian 
Church of Oronoco to pay our per capita by the end 
of every year, whether individual members have con-
tributed their apportionment or not. If you haven’t 
paid your per capita for this year, please consider 
doing so. You can make a check out to the O church 
and simply write “per capita” in the memo. If you’re 
not sure whether you’ve paid your per capita this 
year, please contact Kim Stanton.  
 
And, since the new year is right around the corner, 
here is the per capita for 2017: $33.75.  

 
 
 

 
Readings for the Month of December 
 

Sun., Dec. 4 – Isaiah 11:1-10 
 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 
Sun., Dec. 11 – Isaiah 35:1-10 
 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 
Sun., Dec. 18 – Isaiah 9:2-7 
 4th Sunday of Advent 
 
Sun., Dec. 25 – NO CHURCH 
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December Birthdays 
 
12/5 Lynn Wiederanders 
        Jonetta Rolland 
12/7 Sandra Thomforde 
12/12 Travis Hawley 
12/17 Wendy Kyllo 
12/18 Jim McIntire 
12/19 Don Ottman 
12/20 Brandon Roth 
12/23 Mary Kettl 
12/27 Stacey Paulson 
12/28 Freedom  Hunt 
12/30 Connie Wendt 

      
 
(O/Z) In Our Prayers 
 
Joyce Rucker, Eunice Markham, Sue Wedge and 
Monica Blue (sister-in-law to Dick & Janice 
Ostrom). 

 
 

 
 
IN THE COMMUNITY  
 
Shopko would like to extend an invitation to at-
tend a special shopping event for senior citizens. 
Seniors, age 55 and over, will receive a 15% dis-
count off all their total purchases on Wednesday, De-
cember 7th, 2016.          *Some restrictions do apply.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Tuesday in Oronoco 10:00-3:00 
Thursday in Oronoco 10:00 -3:00 

 
Office Phone (507) 367-4711 

Email address: oronocopc@bevcomm.net  

 

 
Church Staff 

 
Organist:  Katha Johnson 
Secretary: Sue Johnson 

Custodians: (O) Sue Johnson  
      (Z) Debbie Floan 

 Pastor: Rev. Lisa Johnson 
 

UCC Leadership Team 
Chad Vath, Moderator 
Cindy DeBlieck, Clerk 

Amy Pahl, Financial Clerk 
Parker Quammen, Treasurer 

Connie Hawley, Trustee 
Bob Hawley, Trustee 
Arlen Kyllo, Trustee 
Sandy Pahl, Deacon 

Nattalie Rolland-Vath, Deacon 
Hailey Vath, Deacon 

Marlene Kosobucki, Deacon 
Kayn Wilshusen, Deacon 

Wendy Kyllo, Deacon 
  

Presbyterian  
Leadership Team 

Kim Stanton, Treasurer 
Kay Erdahl, Asst. Treasurer 

Ron Peterson Rucker, Ruling Elder 
Brenda Longman, Ruling Elder 

Janice Ostrom, Ruling Elder 
Mike Rand, Ruling Elder 

Peter Johnson, Ruling Elder 
Lance Sorensen, Ruling Elder 

Sandy Bowers, Deacon 
Deb Nelson, Deacon 

Joanne Schenck, Deacon 
Karen Peterson Rucker, Deacon 

Jenny Rand, Deacon 
Gail Rucker, Deacon 

  
People of the Church 

Janice Ostrom Co-Moderator 
Joanne Schenck, Secretary  

 

 
Directory Changes 

 
Marlene Kosobucki’s new address: 

610 Willers Court 
Lake City, Mn 55041 
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Thursday, December 1 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62 
Isa. 2:5–22 
1 Thess. 3:1–13 
Luke 20:27–40 
 
Friday, December 2 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16 
Isa. 3:1–4:1 
1 Thess. 4:1–12 
Luke 20:41–21:4 
 
Saturday, December 3 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 
Evening: Pss. 80; 72 
Isa. 4:2–6 
1 Thess. 4:13–18 
Luke 21:5–19 
 
Sunday, December 4 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110 
Isa. 5:1–7 
2 Peter 3:11–18 
Luke 7:28–35 
 
Monday, December 5 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67 
Isa. 5:8–17 
1 Thess. 5:1–11 
Luke 21:20–28 
 
Tuesday, December 6 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94 
Isa. 5:18–25 
1 Thess. 5:12–28 

Luke 21:29–38 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday, December 7 
Morning: Pss. 50; 
147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17 
Isa. 6:1–13 
2 Thess. 1:1–12 
John 7:53–8:11 
 
Thursday, December 8 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62 
Isa. 7:1–9 
2 Thess. 2:1–12 
Luke 22:1–13 
 
Friday, December 9 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16 
Isa. 7:10–25 
2 Thess. 2:13–3:5 
Luke 22:14–30 
 
Saturday, December 10 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 
Evening: Pss. 80; 72 
Isa. 8:1–15 
2 Thess. 3:6–18 
Luke 22:31–38 
 
Sunday, December 11 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Morning: Pss. 24; 150 
Evening: Pss. 25; 110 
Isa. 13:1–13 
Heb. 12:18–29 
John 3:22–30 

 
Monday, December 12 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67 
Isa. 8:16–9:1 
2 Peter 1:1–11 
Luke 22:39–53 
 
 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94 
Isa. 9:2–7 
2 Peter 1:12–21 
Luke 22:54–69 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
Morning: Pss. 50; 
147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17 
Isa. 9:8–17 
2 Peter 2:1–10a 
Mark 1:1–8 
 
Thursday, December 15 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62 
Isa. 9:18—10:4 
2 Peter 2:10b–16 
Matt. 3:1–12 
 

Friday, December 16 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16 
Isa. 10:5–19 
2 Peter 2:17–22 
Matt. 11:2–15 
 
Saturday, December 17 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 

December 2016 Daily Lectionary  
These Scripture readings are from the two-year daily lectionary of the Presbyterian Book of Common  
Worship (Westminster John Knox Press 1993). The readings from the three-year Revised Common  

Lectionary for Sundays and Festivals are not included in this document.  
 



Monday, December 19 
Morning: Pss. 122; 145 
Evening: Pss. 40; 67 
Isa. 11:10–16 
Rev. 20:1–10 
John 5:30–47 
 
Tuesday, December 20 
Morning: Pss. 33; 146 
Evening: Pss. 85; 94 
Isa. 28:9–22 
Rev. 20:11—21:8 
Luke 1:5–25 
 
Wednesday, December 21 
Morning: Pss. 50; 
147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 53; 17 
Isa. 29:9–24 
Rev. 21:9–21 
Luke 1:26–38 
 
Thursday, December 22 
Morning: Pss. 18:1–20; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 126; 62 
Isa. 31:1–9 
Rev. 21:22—22:5 
Luke 1:39–48a (48b–56) 
 
Friday, December 23 
Morning: Pss. 102; 148 
Evening: Pss. 130; 16 
Isa. 33:17–22 
Rev. 22:6–11, 18–20 
Luke 1:57–66 
 
Saturday, December 24 
Christmas Eve 
Morning: Pss. 90; 149 
Evening: Pss. 80; 72 
Isa. 35:1–10 
Rev. 22:12–17, 21 
Luke 1:67–80 
 
Sunday, December 25 
Nativity of Jesus 

Christ/Christmas Day 
Morning: Pss. 2; 150 
Evening: Pss. 98; 96 
Zech. 2:10–13 
1 John 4:7–16 
John 3:31–36 
Monday, December 26 
Morning: Pss. 116; 145 
Evening: Pss. 119:1–24; 
27 
2 Chron. 24:17–22 
Acts 6:1–7 
Acts 7:59—8:8 
 
Tuesday, December 27 
Morning: Pss. 34; 146 
Evening: Pss. 19; 121 
Prov. 8:22–30 
1 John 5:1–12 
John 13:20–35 
 
Wednesday, December 28 
Morning: Pss. 2; 147:1–11 
Evening: Pss. 110; 111 
Isa. 49:13–23 
Isa. 54:1–13 
Matt. 18:1–14 
 
Thursday, December 29 
Morning: Pss. 96; 
147:12–20 
Evening: Pss. 132; 97 
Isa. 12:1–6 
Rev. 1:1–8 
John 7:37–52 
 
Friday, December 30 
Morning: Pss. 93; 148 
Evening: Pss. 89:1–18; 
89:19–52 
Isa. 25:1–9 
Rev. 1:19–20 
John 7:53—8:11 
 
Saturday, December 31 
Morning: Pss. 98; 149 
Evening: Pss. 45; 96 

Isa. 26:1–6 
2 Cor. 5:16—6:2 
John 8:12–19 

 
 



   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Congregational UCC 

455 East Avenue 

Zumbrota, MN 55992 

(507) 732-7015 

 

 

 
Presbyterian Church of 

Oronoco 

PO Box 118 

Oronoco, MN 55960 

 

Worship Times for the Month of December 2016 
 

12/4 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 
12/11 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 
12/18 9:00 (O) 11:00 (Z) 

12/25  NO WORSHIP SERVICES 
 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Services  12/24  (Z) 4:00    (O) 7:00 

    
 

 

 Check out our websites at 
www.oronocochurch.org 

www.ucczumbrota.org 

Reverend Lisa Johnson - Contact Information 
Cell Phone 1-507-696-8753       Email address: pastorlisaj@gmail.com 


